Arthur R. Marshall
Loxahatchee National Wildlife Refuge :

Purpose _
The Refuge was established in June 8, 1951. It is the last remaining northernmost portion of the
Southern Everglades — 143,874 acres (59,000 hectares) surrounded by a 57 mile (90 kilometer) levee.
Also surrounded by the levee is the L-40 canal which is approximately 15 feet deep. “Loxahatchee” is a
Seminole Endign word meaning “river of turtles”. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service lease most of the land
from the South Florida Water Management District, State of Florida. It manages Refuge resources to
protect threatened and endangered species and migratory birds, to maintain this unique Northern
Everglades habitat, and to provide compatible educational and recreational facilities.

Natural History

~ The Northern Everglades freshwater marsh was formed 5,000 years ago. lIts limestone bottom is
covered with a layer of peat up to 12 feet thick in places. Underlying the Refuge is a large aquifer which
provides water to nearby coastal cities. Four general plant communities comprise northernmost portion of
the Southern Everglades: ,
1). A slough (pronounced “sloo”)
has the deepest water of the four
communities, is relatively open,
and contains plants such as white
water lilies (Nymphaea ordorata).
2). The wet prairie has shallower
water with sparse emergent plants
like spike rushes (Eleocharis spp.)
and beak rushes (Rynchospora spp.).
3). The sawgrass (Cladium jamaicense) com munlty has the shailowest water and thlckest vegetation. The
sawgrass sometimes mixes with wax myrtle (Myrica cerifera) and willow (Salix caroliniana) in dense
stands. 4). The tree islands are above water most of the year and support wax myrtle, red bay (Persea
borbonia), dahoon holly (/lex cassine), ferns, buttonbush (Cephalanthus occidantalis), coco plum
(Chrysobalanus icaco) and occasionally a lone cabbage palm (Sabla palmetto). In addition, the Refuge
headquarters area outside the levees has a 400 acre cypress (Taxodium distichum) swamp and 700 acres
of managed marsh impoundments.

Alligators and Snakes :

Alligators (Alligator mississippiensis) can be seen in the water around the managed water
impoundments of the Marsh Trail, and in the L- 40 canal. To judge the size of the alligator, estimate the
distance in inches between the end of the snout and the eye ridge, because that is about the same numbe
of feet in length. IT IS AGAINST THE LAW TO FEED OR HARASS ALLIGATORS OR ANY OTHER
ANIMAL OR BIRD ON THE REFUGE. You may see several varieties of non-venomous snakes
swimming, in the grass, or in the fern clumps in the K.
cypress swamp. There are also venomous snakes: . f ‘
- Water moccasin (“cottonmouth”) (Agkistodon piscivorus =
conanti), eastern diamondback rattler (Crotalus
adamanteus), pygmy rattler (Sistrurus miliarius barbouri),
and coral snake (Micrurus fulvius fulvius), but they
are hard to find and usually harmless if left alone.
The pig-like grunt, which you may hear in the marsh
or swamp, is actually a pig frog (Rana grylio).







